Music Curriculum

Intent

At St Mary’s RC Primary School our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum
for Music; providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive
development of musical concepts, knowledge and skills; and for the children to develop a love for

music.

At St Mary’s RC Primary, it is our intent that we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We
encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build
up the confidence of all children. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to
understand rhythm and follow a beat. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and
organisation of music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. Children
develop descriptive language skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent
different feelings, emotions and narratives. We also teach technical vocabulary such as volume, pitch,
beat and rhythm and encourage children to discuss music using these terms.

Implementation

Our pupils will learn that music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of
creativity. Music lessons will engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and develop their
talent as musicians, and in turn increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.
Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students individually,
as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they
choose- either as listener, creator or performer.

The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded
in the classroom activities as well as the weekly singing assemblies, various concerts and
performances, and the learning of instruments. The elements of music are taught in the classroom
lessons so that children are able to use some of the language of music to dissect it, and understand
how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed.

The Charanga scheme, alongside Sing Up and the BBC Ten Pieces programme is used from Reception
— Year 6 to ensure a wide exposure to different genres of music, with lots of practical opportunities
to explore and develop as musicians and singers.

The school also has whole class ensemble teaching in all year groups where children are taught a
specific musical instrument. Children also have access to extra-curricular music teaching through
NEMCO who provide our students with keyboard, violin and guitar lessons. They are also able to
learn to play the recorder through extra-curricular provision. Opportunities are taken to perform in
class, in whole assemblies and also to parents and the wider community.

They also learn how to compose focussing on different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds
their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using
body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding
of musical elements without the added complexity of an instrument.

Impact

Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme, which allows students to discover
areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. Music will also develop an
understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students individually, and in our wider area
and world. Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose- either as listener,
creator or performer. They can dissect music and comprehend its parts. They can sing and feel a
pulse. They have an understanding of how to further develop skills less known to them, should
they ever develop an interest in their lives.



